. v]                                 SOC

ETY

concerned. Gunapriya Dharmapatnl ruled in her own rights, and
in the official record her name was placed before that of her husband.
The records of Airlangga show that a lady named Sri Sangramavijaya
Dharmaprasadottunga-devI occupied the post of 'rakryan Maha-
majitri i hino ' next only to that of the king. Rajapatnl succeeded
Jayanagara, and her eldest daughter acted as regent for her although
this daughter had a son. Again, we know that after the death of
Vikramavardhana, his daughter Suhita ascended the throne although
she had two brothers. It is, also interesting to note that on
ceremoniar occasions, such as the establishment of a freehold, the
wives of officials are stated in the inscriptions to have received
presents from the king along with their husbands.

There does not appear to be any 'purdah system in vogue, and
the women freely mixed with men. This is evident from literature,
as well as present-day customs in Bali. Women could choose their
own husbands, and we find actual reference to Svayamvara in the
case of princess Bhreng Kahuripan. There seems to be no restric-
tion as to the degree of relationship within which marriage relation
was prohibited. The case of Aji Jayanagara shows that even
marriage with a step-sister was not forbidden.

The details of marriage ceremony in Java may be gathered
from the following description :

" When a man marries^ he goes first to the house of the bride to conclude
the marriage, and three days afterwards he brings his wife home, on which occasion
the relations of the bride-groom beat copper drums and gongs, blow on cocoanut
shells, beat drums made of bamboo, and burn fireworks, whilst a number of men
armed with small swords surround them. The bride has hair hanging loose, th<
upper part of her body and feet naked ; round her waist a piece of green fbwarec
doth is fastened ; on her head she wears strings of golden beads, and on the wrists
bracelets of gold and silver nicely ornamented."

Some of the Chinese accounts testify to a very high degree of
conjugal love and fidelity. In Hsing-Cha Sheng-lan (15th century
A.D.) occurs the following passage about the people of Ma-yi-tung
which has been identified with Banka.

"They highly value chastity, and when a husband dies, his wife cuts her
hair, lacerates her face and does not eat for seven days, sleeping all the time
together with the dead body of her husband. Many die during this time, but
if one survives after seven days, her relations exhort her to eat; she may tfeen
live, but never marries again, On the day that the husband is burned,
wives throw tijemselves into the fire and die also.**

The  king occupied an exalted position and was
regarded as divine.   From a very early period the king
the grandeur and luxury of the Indian Court!

The residence of the king and the nobles was built of brick
and wood, sometimes covered by Chinese tiles, while the

of the people were mostly bamboo <x>ttages covered w&& stepr* the